


Possible Topics: Human and National Security
How do we define human security and human rights?
· Do we have to value humans in order to protect their human rights?
· The role of empathy in security or in the protection of humans
· Possibly subcategories:
· Hindus in India
· Rohingya
· Uyghur
· Covid-19
·  What has COVID-19 shown us about the failures in the system (what are the failures) and how do we negate them?

· Form: 
I was thinking about making our final collective writing in the form of a “POLICY BRIEF” in which we address policy-makers and the international community. So a policy brief normally highlights the faced problem, its background and context, its repercussions, gives the alternative/solution to this problem and ends with recommendations. 
· Content: 
1. Title: Human and National (In)security: The Cracks Beneath the Surface! 
2. Problem: what is at stake? National security? Human security? Both? 
3. Context and Scope: Covid-19 as an existential crisis/ moment scandalizing the failure of the international community (UN, for instance) to ensure “Human Development”, prioritizing “world economic security”. The UN is still approaching these urgent issues with a classical approach (post-war). (We can highlight the dichotomy between awareness and action) 
4. Manifestations of this problem: we can enumerate the list of Human Rights Violations that we have seen in the class, especially in this Covid-19 situation because the world is oriented to it: 
· Hindu-Buddhist/ Muslim conflict in India/Myanmar/China: Rohingya, Uyghur and how this crisis got intensified during the Covid-19 situation. A moment to go all the more in the project of “ethnic cleansing”. 
· China’s expansionist pursuit of resources in the South Asian Sea, destroying the coral reefs: China takes advantage of the Covid-19 moment to expand and weaponize the region. It is not only a Human Rights violation, but a breach of the UN's delimitation of maritime boundaries. 
· Hong Kong and Censorship: with reference to Pr. Victoria Tin-Bor Hui: using the Covid-19 moment allegedly as a shield to exert dictatorship on protestors. If 3 Hong-kongers gather to protest against the ruling system, they are being accused of breaking the national security law. Plus they protesters face police brutality and the “inhumane treatment” when held in police custody. We can talk about the “extradition law/act” and the hashtag on twitter “#please_save_Hong_Kong”. 
5. Solution/alternative: 
a. The implementation of the notion of “care” / of the “biosphere” in: 
· Human Rights Field (with reference to Dr. Diane’s) 
 it is not only about human care ensuring human development, but also an “environmental care” (more of an environmentalist approach I would say). Because when we save the earth, we save humans. We can also juxtapose this with the notion of “economic growth” and “human growth”. 
· In educational systems: classes of environmentalism, religious literacy (about understanding religions). 
b. The necessity of “accountability” and “keeping in check”: harsh measures must be taken against any country breaching international laws. 

Articles :
· https://www.economist.com/special-report/2020/02/06/china-wants-to-put-itself-back-at-the-centre-of-the-world
· https://promarket.org/2018/03/29/globalization-contributed-tearing-societies-apart/
· https://worldmapper.org/
· https://www.worldpoliticsreview.com/articles/28219/rohingya-refugees-risk-going-back-to-another-genocide-in-myanmar
· https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/12/21/world/asia/how-the-rohingya-escaped.html?_r=0
· https://www.21global.ucsb.edu/global-e/april-2018/human-vs-national-security
· https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/south-china-sea-map-wasn-t
· https://www.rfa.org/english/news/special/scs-80/
· https://asiatimes.com/2020/04/rethinking-globalization-in-a-post-covid-19-world/







